
Report: my experience as a MPhil student at Cambridge 

In September 2022, I entered Cambridge as an MPhil student in Classics. Among my first 

impressions of the program, what I chiefly remember is the freedom allowed to each of us in our 

own research, from the selection of topics to the execution of individual projects. Having 

devoted most of my attention to translations of Greek and Latin during my undergraduate 

studies, I was glad to have the chance to expand into other fields and to delve into problems that 

lack of time and opportunity had previously prevented me from investigating to my heart’s 

content.  

One of the topics that greatly interested me, when I first encountered the world of 

Classics in my freshman year, was the Linear B script. However, my insufficient knowledge of 

Greek at that time, as well as the demands of other projects, did not allow me to develop my 

interest in this direction into fruitful results. Thus, I was pleased to discover that another 

opportunity had arrived to enable me to revisit such a fascinating subject. In particular, the 

experience of studying for and taking the Mycenaean Epigraphy exam, which required me to 

learn to read and transcribe Linear B signs, was to me one of the best and most memorable parts 

of this year. Ever since I learned about the existence of the Linear B script, I wished to acquire 

the ability to read the signs myself, but, daunted by the task, had always considered it impossible. 

However, to my great surprise and delight, when I finally had the chance to commit myself to the 

effort, with the assistance and encouragement of both my instructors and my fellow students, I 

not only managed to fulfil my long-time wish, but also achieved a much more sensitive and 

nuanced understanding of Linear B writings, which cannot be obtained by merely studying 

transcriptions.  

In the next few years, I will work as an editor and translator of Chinese literature, where I 

trust my experience at Cambridge will benefit me in more ways than one. On the one hand, the 

many opportunities to exercise and to take responsibility for my own judgment, to form and test 

my own hypotheses, and to learn from my own mistakes, have significantly improved my work 

ethics and self-confidence. On the other hand, the sensitivity to linguistic subtleties, the ability to 

identify and digest relevant information, and the independent, critical eye with which I am now 

accustomed to read any publication—qualities which will greatly assist me in my future 

profession—were all refined and developed in the course of my studies. In the future, I plan to 

return to academia and Classics after several years’ experience with translation works. I hope 



that in whichever subject I choose, I will always find the same excitement of discovery and joy 

of investigation that accompanied my research during my time at Cambridge.  

In short, I am very grateful to have this opportunity to grow, both as a scholar and as a 

person, into a better version of myself. My time at Cambridge will continue to inspire me to 

produce works for which I will strive to do my best, and in which I can be sincerely proud.  
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